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Management Committee  
At the recent AGM, five of the six vacancies on the Management Committee were filled and it 
was agreed that the Management Committee would nominate a person to fill the sixth vacancy 
at their next meeting on 25th November 2008.  These five Management Committee members 
are Gordon Chapman, Bill Chassels, Charlene Condeco, Andy Irvine and Richard Jones. 
 
SCoD Annual General Meeting 
Prior to the AGM, the Lord and Lady Provost, Mr and Mrs George Grubb welcomed SCoD 
members and guests to a civic reception.  Some members knew the Lady Provost because 
she was a teacher of deaf children at Donaldson’s! 
 
Craig Crowley gave a very interesting presentation about UK Deaf Sport, which provoked 
some thoughts about how to ensure deaf people could participate in sport on equal terms.  If 
you want a copy of Craig’s PowerPoint presentation, please contact Alison Coyle. 
 
SCoD National Council Meeting 
SCoD members were fully briefed about SCoD staff’s work and they also enjoyed Sabina 
Iqbal’s excellent presentation about Deaf Parenting UK.  Again, if you want a copy of Sabina’s 
presentation, please contact Alison Coyle. 
 
Deaf and Deafblind People’s Safety at Work Guidelines 
These guidelines were approved by the National Council and are available to download from 
our website: http://www.scod.org.uk/ 
 
Open Day  
Another successful Open Day took place on Tuesday 7th October. There was a constant 
stream of visitors to the SCoD offices. 
 
Electoral Commission 
SCoD was invited to attend a workshop organised by the Electoral Commission on 9th October 
to discuss how disabled people’s access to polling stations and elections could be improved. 
 
NHS Disability Reference Group 
Lilian Lawson, SCoD Director attended a meeting of the NHS Disability Reference Group in 
Edinburgh on 1st October 2008. Debra Wherrett of Deaf Action also attended. Shona Robison 
MSP, Minister for Health came to listen to members expressing their communication issues of 
concern in relation to health services. 
 
Deaf History Scotland  
A successful first conference took place in Glasgow on Saturday 25th October. More than 50 
people from all over Scotland came to witness the historic birth of Deaf History Scotland!  
Antony Boyce and Peter Jackson of British Deaf History Society gave excellent and 
entertaining presentations; the Conference approved the draft constitution; an interim 
Executive Committee of seven members was elected for one year and the Deaf History 
Scotland’s website was launched – www.deafhistoryscotland.org.uk  
 

Tel: 0141 248 2474 (voice), 0141 248 2477 (text), 0141 248 2479 (fax), admin@scod.org.uk (email), www.scod.org.uk 
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 Mandy 
Reid: 
Policy & 
Research 
Officer 

The Adult Support and Protection (Scotland) Act 2007 
The Act, which came into force on 29th October 2008, allows authorities to make inquiries and 
take action when they suspect an adult may be at risk of physical or psychological harm, of 
neglect or sexual abuse or is being taken advantage of financially.  
 
Over the next year, an additional £8 million will be provided by the Scottish Government to help 
implement the new measures. 
  
The Act 

• Places a duty on councils to make enquiries and investigate situations where concern 
exists;  

• Places a duty on bodies such as the NHS and the police to co-operate in investigating 
suspected or actual harm;  

• Establishes multi-agency Adult Protection Committees across Scotland that oversee 
and monitor support and protection activities; and  

• Introduces a range of protection orders including assessment, removal and banning 
orders: 

o Assessment orders - allow an adult at risk to be taken to a suitable place for an 
interview or medical examination in private 

o Removal orders - allow an adult at risk to be removed to a safe place for up to 
seven days, where there is a likelihood of serious harm if they are not moved 

o Banning orders - bans an individual, who poses a risk of serious harm, from a 
specified place for up to six months. This can be requested by the person, for 
example, to keep someone away from their home. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
   

 

Access to Democracy Project Co-ordinator Update 
 
Open Meetings 
We attended 15 Open Meetings around Scotland in September and October 2008. 149 Deaf 
people attended where majority of them do not vote mainly due to lack of BSL Access. We 
have gathered as much information, issues, comments, etc. as possible for us to make up a 
Report for The Electoral Commission when the Project comes near to end in March 2010. 
  
Information DVD 
Our Information DVD about Democratic Institutions in Scotland, Wales and England will be 
ready soon to be circulated. It will show different Voting Systems and Democratic Systems / 
Process. The DVD is accessible by BSL, Subtitles, Welsh Subtitles and Voice. 
  
Trainers 
We have had quite a high number of applicants applying for the Trainers’ Position at SCoD 
for the Access to Democracy Project (A2D). We hope to recruit and officially announce them 
soon before starting Train the Trainers Training Weekend (Part 1) on Friday 5 December 
2008 at 12.00pm until Sunday 7 December 2008 at 3.00pm and Train the Trainer Training 
Day (Part 2) on Saturday 10 January 2008 at 9.00am-5.00pm. The Trainers will be paid to 
provided train Deaf People about Democracy and How to Vote on behalf of SCoD and The 
Electoral Commission. 
  
Training Workshops 
Training Workshops about Democracy and How to Vote will be delivered around Scotland 
from late February 2009. Our Trainers will provide you information about 

• How to Register to Vote 
• Voting Systems 
• Why is it important to Vote 

Also you will get a free Information DVD, so if you’re interested in attending or want more 
information, please contact Derek Todd. 
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Drop-in Surgeries 
We will be starting Drop-in Surgeries in Spring 2009 (February 2009 onwards) for Deaf 
Community members to visit their local MSPs, MPs or MEPs. Also with the European 
Parliament Election which is happening in June 2009, where the opportunity for Deaf People 
to meet local MEP candidates will be particularly worthwhile. Watch this space for further 
details! Check out SCoD Website for any updates / news. 
 
by Derek Todd 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Counselling 
Awareness 
Project 

Counselling Awareness Project Co-ordinator Update 
 
Barbra Wylie, Project Co-ordinator, has been making contact this month with deaf and 
deafblind organisations as well as counsellors and training providers to discover what 
provisions already exist and how we can work together to make the project a success.  
Everyone she has met with is very keen to be involved in the project. 
 
The first workshops are currently in the planning stages, and are hopefully going to be taking 
place towards the end of January, start of February 2009.  Barbra has been talking to various 
people from the counselling world to ask them to become involved in the workshops with the 
aim of making sure that those in attendance are fully informed of all the options available to 
them.  Details of workshops will appear on our website when finalised. 
 
Contact has been made with Community Healthy Partnerships across Scotland to ask their 
advice of the best way to contact GP’s and health professionals. A questionnaire will be sent 
out to find out how accessible services are; this will be followed up with phone calls to those 
who are interested and the offer of focused training. 
  
If you would like further information or to become involved in the project please contact 
Barbra Tel/Text 0141 221 2991 Fax 0141 248 2479 Email barbra@scod.org.uk
 
by Barbra Wylie 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  Experience Scotland's Beauty - Trek for SCoD...
 
Join us on a trip up the UK's highest mountain accompanied by Charitytrek's experienced 
guides.  
 
The Ben Nevis Challenge takes place from Friday 15th May to Sunday 17th May 2009. We 
will arrange accommodation and transport, all we ask is that you pledge to raise a minimum 
£375. All profits from the trip will be in aid of our charity. 
 
Alternatively, enjoy the splendour of Scotland's countryside on our trek along The Great Glen 
Way from Inverness to Fort William. Just raise a minimum £575 to participate on the trek 
which takes place from Saturday 15th August to Wednesday 19th August 2009. We'll do the 
rest! 
 
Help us to support deaf people across Scotland by participating on one of our treks. To 
secure your place, all you need to do is complete and return a registration form along with a 
non-refundable deposit of £75. Please contact us if you would like to know more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:barbra@scod.org.uk


 
 

 
Training/Workshops/Courses/Conferences 

   
Free Training on Tax Credits from One Parent Families Scotland 
OPFS is offering a programme of free introductory training on tax credits for community 
groups and childcare organisations funded by HMRC to help lone parents access tax credits. 
Training will take place in Perth, Motherwell, Dundee, Inverness, Hamilton, Paisley, 
Aberdeen, Glasgow and Clydebank. www.opfs.org.uk  
One Parent Families Scotland, 13 Gayfield Square, Edinburgh EH1 3NX  
Tel: 0131 557 7891  
Lone Parent Helpline: 0808 801 0323  |  Tel: (0131) 556 3899  |  Fax: (0131) 557 7899 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

Workshop for Interpreters 
 
How Can a Deaf Interpreter do it? Two day workshop 
November 11th and 12th 2008  
Juan Druetta 
 
Deaf Action is extremely pleased to welcome Juan Druetta, himself an experienced Deaf 
Interpreter, to Scotland to facilitate a two-day workshop looking at Deaf Interpreters.  
 
This exciting two-day workshop will look at working with Deaf Interpreters in a variety of 
situations - from International Conferences to small groups... 
 
As well as looking at how Deaf interpreters work in practice and discussions around this, 
participants will have the opportunity to try out their skills and see what works well and what 
does not. Practice opportunities will be provided, as well as discussions and evaluations on 
what the participants experienced. 
 
Join this great workshop to learn more about Deaf Interpreters and how to improve your skills 
in working in partnership. 
 
The cost for this two-day workshops, which is being held at Deaf Action Head Office, 49 
Albany Street, Edinburgh, will be £240 including all resources and lunch. 
 
For an application form or more information on either of the workshops, simply email 
learn@deafaction.org or visit the Deaf Action website at www.deafaction.org. 
 
Tel: 0131 556 3128  |  Fax: 0131557 8286  |  Text: 0131 557 0419 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 
 
Conference: Friday 12th June 2009 
 

  Sabina Iqbal, Chair of Deaf Parenting UK: "We are delighted with the success of our recent 
conference, making impact for changes." 
Plans are now underway for our next conference to take place in London on Friday 12 June 
2009 so please keep it free in your diary, an event not to be missed!  
 
Abstracts of papers for consideration by the Deaf Parenting UK are requested on theme of 
`Education, Education, Education' as one of our key priority concerning Deaf parents, focusing 
on: 
1.Educating professionals about the needs of Deaf parents  
2.Accessing to children's education is vital for many Deaf parents  
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3.Deaf parents to be educated about their rights and entitlement.  
Abstracts must be submitted by email to media@deafparent.org.uk.  
Deadline is 19th December 2008.  
 
Deaf Parenting UK will select the most appropriate presentations and a decision will be made 
by 9 January 2009  
Full papers will be required by 20th February 2009 
Full details of the venue in London will be announced in January 2009 
 
Exhibition: 
There will also be an exhibition of stands attached to the conference, organisations interested 
in booking exhibition spaces that are relevant and beneficial to Deaf Parents,  
please contact info@deafparent.org.uk. 
 
To learn more about Deaf Parenting UK and to qualify for free membership for Deaf parents/ 
families, please visit our website on www.deafparent.org.uk. 
 
Asif Iqbal, Media/Project Manager, media@deafparent.org.uk, www.deafparent.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Hearing loss? Join a Lipreading Class – Run by Deaf Connections 
 
Classes have now started, but you can still join. Choose a class then contact Deaf 
Connections to confirm place and start date 
 
Day Time Location 
Mon  10.00 - 12.00 Deaf Connections, 100 Norfolk St  
Mon  10.00 – 12.00 Eastbank Health Promotion Centre, 22 Academy St, Glasgow  
Mon  14.00 – 16.00 Playdrome Leisure Centre, Abbotsford Road, Clydebank 
Tues  14.00 – 16.00 Deaf Connections, 100 Norfolk St 
Tues  18.30 – 20.30 Deaf Connections, 100 Norfolk St 
Weds 15.00 – 17.00 South Lanarkshire CHP – Audiology Princes Gate, Hamilton 
   (behind ASDA)  
Thurs  19.00 – 21.00 Vale of Leven Hospital, nr Alexandria  
Learn to lip-read and how to cope with hearing loss in everyday situations e.g. learn about 
hearing aids, listening/alerting devices, telephones, text/captioning services, useful services, 
your rights, communication tips, etc.  
To join a class or for more information, contact Carol Grice at Deaf Connections, 100 Norfolk 
St, Glasgow G5 9EJ Tel/Text 0141 420 1759  Email: enquiries@deafconnections.co.uk  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 SSC  Courses at the Scottish Sensory Centre 
 

  An Introduction to Counselling 
Date: Wednesday 17 December 2008 
Venue: Scottish Sensory Centre, Edinburgh 
Time: 10 am - 4 pm 
Cost: £80 (professional); £20 (Parent/unwaged) 
Closing date: 26 November 2008 
 
Content 
A high degree of specialist technical knowledge is essential nowadays when supporting 
children with hearing losses. However professionals also need emotional intelligence to 
support the families as they come to terms with the identification of deafness in their child. And 
this often means that we are called upon to use counselling skills on an almost daily basis. 
This one day course does not claim to train you to be a counsellor, instead we aim to explore 
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the skills and strengths needed for non-professional counselling. Using resources developed 
with The Ear Foundation by some of the worlds leading experts in this field, this day will help 
you reflect upon and finely tune your current practice.  
 
This course has been developed by the Ear Foundation. 
Target Audience: all professionals working with deaf children and their families  
 
Presenters: Representatives from the Ear Foundation 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CACDP Level 3 Certificate in Modifying Written English Texts for Deaf People 
Date: January - October 2009 (distance / online learning) 
Venue: Scottish Sensory Centre, Edinburgh 
Cost: £300* 
Closing date: 22nd December 2008 
 
Content 
The aim of the Level 3 Certificate in Modifying Written English Texts for Deaf People is to 
enable teachers of deaf children or support workers to modify and/or present written English 
texts in a form which is accessible to deaf learners. The qualification examines why some deaf 
pupils need spoken and written English to be modified or presented in more appropriate ways. 
The course will discuss the implications of deafness for accessing spoken language, the use 
and limitations of speechreading, the use of writing to provide access to spoken language and 
the implications of using signed English, cued speech or other visual clues. The course is 
made up of two units: 
 
L304 Accessible English for Deaf and Deafblind People  
Knowledge and understanding of the English language and of the experiences of deaf and 
deafblind people in accessing spoken and written English; how deaf and deafblind people 
access spoken and written English; the features of English which are likely to present 
particular difficulty. (28 hours) 
 
T303 Modifying Written Texts  
Knowledge of English language modification; application of skills in modifying written text in 
the context of education in schools or colleges. This unit covers the theory and practice in 
modifying written texts. (28 hours) 
 
Level of the course: This is at Level 6 on the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework. It 
is level 3 on the CACDP framework which uses the UK Further Education levels. 
 
Qualifications needed before entry: Higher Grade English C or above. Experience of working 
with deaf learners in an educational setting for at least two years. 
 
Resources needed: Access to a computer with broadband.  
For Unit L304: Purchase of 'How Language Works' by David Crystal, Corgi, £10. 
For Unit T303: Purchase of Collins Cobuild Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary, 5th 
Edition. £17.99 
Target Audience: teachers of deaf children/tutors of deaf students/support workers. 
 
*If you are interested in just taking L304 by itself, this option is also available priced £150. 
Please email the SSC for further information. L304 is a useful qualification for notetakers, 
deafblind communicator guides and trainee interpreters. Teachers of deaf children may also 
find it useful as a revision and updating module.  Presenter: Rachel O'Neill, SSC 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Working with Teenagers with Cochlear Implants 
Date: Wednesday 15th January 2009 
Venue: Scottish Sensory Centre, Edinburgh 
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Time: 10 am - 4 pm 
Cost: £80 (professional); £20 (Parent/unwaged) 
Closing date: 22nd December 2008 
 
Content 
Children implanted early are now at secondary level and more teenagers are thinking about 
implants for themselves. What are the issues for parents, teachers and therapists supporting 
these young people at this level? The day will explore the psycho-social issues as well as 
practical classroom implications. 
 
This course has been developed by the Ear Foundation. 
Target Audience: teachers of deaf children, speech & language therapists and parents. 
Presenters: Representatives from the Ear Foundation 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Supporting Deaf Pupils in the Early Stages: Learning from Good Practice 
Date: Wednesday 4th February 2009 
Venue: Scottish Sensory Centre, Edinburgh 
Time: 10 am - 4 pm 
Cost: £80 (professional); £20 (Parent/unwaged) 
Closing date: 14th January 2009 
 
Content 
This one-day course will provide opportunities for participants to focus on the support of deaf 
children at the early stages. The day will be lead by Scottish practitioners in this area. There 
will be opportunities to discuss some of the issues that have arisen out of the implementation 
of NHSP. These include how and why we monitor the development of deaf children, some of 
the audiological issues as well as the type of support offered to families. There will be practical 
opportunities to work with assessment tools being used in Scotland which has been linked to 
the Early Support Protocols used in England. 
 
Target Audience: this day will be very valuable to teachers of deaf children working with deaf 
children at the early stages. 
Presenters: Brian Shannan, Fife Sensory Support Service, and others to be confirmed 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Working for Families: Achieving Best Outcomes for Children through Positive 
Partnerships 
Date: Saturday 7th March 2009 
Venue: Scottish Sensory Centre, Edinburgh 
Time: 10 am - 4 pm 
Cost: £80 (professional); £20 (Parent/unwaged) 
Closing date: 13th February 2009 
 
Content 
Families are the most important members of their deaf child's 'support team' and have the 
biggest influence on their child's life and outcomes. Professionals need to ensure that their 
support and intervention is family centred as well as child focused. 
 
This presentation will look at both research and best practice in relation to establishing and 
sustaining the parent - professional relationships in both the early years and on through key 
transition phases. 
 
There will also be an opportunity to learn from the firsthand support experiences of some 
parents of young deaf children. 
 
Target Audience: Professionals working with deaf children and their families and parents. 
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Presenters: Gwen Carr, Deputy Director, MRC Hearing and Communication Group, 
Manchester University with representatives from West of Scotland Deaf Children Society. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Using Film More Effectively in the Teaching and Assessing of Deaf Pupils (ICT 
Workshops) 
Date: Tuesday 28th April 2009 
Venue: tbc 
Time: 10 am - 4 pm 
Cost: £80 (professional); £20 (Parent/unwaged) 
Closing date: 7th April 2009 
 
Content 
Increasingly the value of film as a medium for producing learning resources for deaf young 
people is being realised. However, often the main barrier to us creating these types of visual 
resources is our knowledge and confidence with respect to using the necessary equipment 
and software. Also now that many deaf young people are choosing to record their responses 
to their SQA examination on film the requirement for teacher of these young people to be 
aware of how to produce a good quality film has increased. This course will consist of two 
workshop options: 
 
1. a) Effective use of video camera interfacing with a PC (positioning, lighting, etc) half-day 
workshop (am)   
b) Making movies using Windows Movie maker (editing film and adding text) half-day 
workshop (pm) 
2. Subtitling your own films. (all day) 
 
Target Audience: Workshop option 1 is a basic beginner course and Workshop option 2 is for 
those who have already made their own film resources but would like to add subtitles. 
 
Presenters: John Brownlie, Deaf Connections Glasgow;  
Paul Tippling, Deaf Tutor, Garvel Deaf Centre; and  
Barrie Barreto, SITC, Edinburgh University 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Enabling Young Deaf People to become Confident Individuals (Promoting Resilience) 
Date: June 2009 (Date to be confirmed) 
Venue: Scottish Sensory Centre, Edinburgh 
Time: 10 am - 4 pm 
Cost: £80 (professional); £20 (Parent/unwaged) 
Closing date: tbc 
 
Content 
One of the main aims of the Scottish Curriculum for Excellence is to enable young people to 
become confident individuals. This one-day conference will provide opportunities for 
professionals working with deaf young people to investigate ways in which they can be 
involved in promoting resilience in the young deaf people with whom they work. The idea for 
this course was inspired by the very successful 2007 NDCS Conference (creating resilient 
deaf children and resilient families) and will provide an opportunity to learn from some of the 
main contributors of the NDCS conference within a Scottish context. 
 
This course is organised in partnership with NDCS Scotland. 
Target Audience: parents, and professionals working with young deaf people. 
 
Presenters include: Professor Brigid Daniel, Social Work, University of Stirling; 
Professor Angus Skinner, Centre for Confidence and Wellbeing, Glasgow; 
Rosie Morrison, Team Leader, Deaf Communication Service, Fife 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Book your place for any of the SSC courses: 
Scottish Sensory Centre, Moray House School of Education, University of Edinburgh, 
Holyrood Road, Edinburgh EH8 8AQ 
Visit the website: www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/deaflist.html  
Phone for information: Monday to Friday 9.30 am - 4.00 pm 
Telephone: 0131 651 6501  |  Textphone: 0131 651 6067  |  Fax: 0131 651 6502 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

BSL Courses 
ALL SDA Courses are delivered by a Culturally Deaf BSL Teacher 
 
Classes in British Sign Language 
 
British Sign Language (BSL) Taster Sessions 
 
During a BSL Taster session participants will learn a bit about Deaf Culture, basic BSL and 
some everyday signs such as how to say their name and where they live and work. 
 
Each BSL taster is an enjoyable and welcoming introduction to BSL and participants will also 
be given further information about forthcoming courses. 
 
The SDA is offering taster sessions on the following dates: 
Wednesday 12th November 2008  10am to 12pm  
Wednesday 26th November 2008  10am to 12pm  
Wednesday 10th December 2008  10am to 12pm  
Thursday     22nd  January   2009   2pm to  4pm 
 
British Sign Language (BSL) Level I, Unit I 
 
Would you like the opportunity to enjoy learning the basics of BSL in an informal atmosphere 
in Glasgow or in your own place of work? 
 
BSL Level I is designed to allow participants the opportunity to learn the basic skills required 
to communicate with a Deaf person.  There are no formal entry requirements for this course.  
 
There will be a new Level I, Unit I ‘Introduction to BSL’ courses starting in January: 
Wednesday 14th January 2009 6pm to 8.15pm (Evening Class) 
Call now to secure your place: 0141 248 5554 
 
British Sign Language (BSL) INTENSE Level I Course 
Complete BSL Level I By May Day! 
 
An Intense BSL Level I course will be starting in January 2009 
This course will be held on a Wednesday from 10 am to 3pm 
 
Unit I ‘Introduction to BSL’ will be run over 5 weeks 
Unit II & III ‘Foundation A&B’ will be run over 10 weeks 
 
Spaces are limited so call now and reserve your place: 0141 248 5554 
 
If you are interested in any of these courses or require further information, please do not 
hesitate to contact Diane McCabe at your Scottish Deaf Association (SDA)  Suite 58, 1st 
Floor, Central Chambers, 93 Hope Street, Glasgow, G2 6LD.  Tel: 0141 248 5554   Email: 
dianem@bda.org.uk  
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Staff Development Opportunity 
 
Enable Your Organisation To Project A Positive Attitude Towards  
Your Deaf Customers & Staff. 
 
By now we’re all aware of The Disability Discrimination Act (DDA).  Public bodies, private 
and voluntary service providers, and businesses now have new statutory duties to promote 
disability equality. 
 
Have you considered your obligations toward your Deaf Customers & Staff? 
The SDA can help - we can offer both Deaf Equality Training and/or Frontline Staff Training 
 
Deaf Equality Training will: 
 Facilitate understanding of Deaf Culture. 
 Allow professionals to meet their obligations to provide equality in their services. 
 Know the two types of d/Deaf people. 
 Understand that Deaf BSL users don’t have ‘needs’. 
 Learn about the Deaf Community & their language: British Sign Language (BSL) 
 Consider the background of Deaf people. 
 Recognise the three ways of looking at ‘Deaf’ in different perspectives. 
 Identify unnecessary barriers to Deaf people. 

 
Why not combine YOUR Deaf Equality Training with a specifically tailored BSL Taster 
to suit the needs of your Frontline Staff 
 
The SDA is offering Deaf Equality Training sessions on the following dates: 

Thursday 20th November 2008  10am to 1pm  
Thursday 11th December 2008  10am to 1pm  
Thursday 15th January 2009   10am to 1pm 
Thursday 12th February 2009  10am to 1pm 

 
Alternatively the SDA will attend your place of work and deliver Deaf Equality Training 
at a time convenient to your working environment 

 
British Sign Language (BSL) for Frontline Staff 
 The frontline course is unique as it is specifically designed to introduce staff to British 

Sign Language relevant to their place of work. 
 Aimed at frontline staff who need to learn basic communication in BSL so they can 

better facilitate customers who are Deaf. 
 The BSL Teacher will introduce the frontline staff to basic BSL vocabulary signs that 

are tailored to meet your precise requirements.  For example the everyday work signs 
you would require to converse with customers to better facilitate communication. 

 There is particular focus on dialogues and conversation skills relating to your mode of 
business. 

ALL courses can be adapted to meet the requirements of your specific area of work. 
If you are interested in any of these courses or require further information, please do not hesita
contact Diane McCabe at your Scottish Deaf Association (SDA) Suite 58, 1st Floor, Central 
Chambers, 93 Hope Street, Glasgow, G2 6LD 
Tel: 0141 248 5554  Email: dianem@bda.org.uk  
 

 

 

News of Events from West Scotland Deaf Children’s Society: 
Children with Additional Needs: Edinburgh 21st/23rd November 
 
WSDCS Sign/Activity Class continues on a Saturday morning and Level 1 Class 
 
More information from:  West Scotland Deaf Children's Society, 281a Central Chambers, 93 
Hope Street, Glasgow, Glasgow, G2 6LD, Scotland Tel: 0141 243 2958 
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General News 

   
Dundee Partnership Community Award for Tayside Deaf Association 
 
Sound Sense, a project of Tayside Deaf Association has been awarded the Dundee 
Partnership Community Award for the category of Equality and Diversity 2008. The awards 
go to community and voluntary groups who have shown leadership, help their communities 
and represent the spirit of partnership working. The Dundee Partnership includes Dundee 
City Council, NHS Tayside, Tayside Fire and Rescue, Tayside Police, Dundee College, 
Dundee University, Abertay University, and representatives of the voluntary sector. 
 
Sound Sense has been given the award for the outstanding contribution it has made to 
improving the health and wellbeing of deaf people who are isolated, excluded and at risk of 
mental health problems due to the ensuing difficulties they face, by providing support 
through specially trained volunteer befrienders. The award also recognises the huge 
progress the project has made in getting deaf people involved in consultations and decisions 
that affect their lives, getting deaf issues to the top of service providers' agendas and 
ensuring improvements for deaf access are seen through to fruition through partnership 
working.  
 
The Sound Sense Project has also gone a long way to raising awareness of the issues 
faced by deaf people, the multiple barriers that they face and how these can be broken 
down and improved by delivering a wide programme of Deaf Awareness Training across 
Tayside and beyond. 
 
Anyone wishing more information about Sound Sense Project can contact Alana Trusty, 
Project Manager on 01382 433269 (voice/fax) 01382 433271 (text) 07711462385 (SMS) or 
email: alana@soundsenseproject.com
 
Congratulations to Alana! 
 

 

 

SASLI Awarded Nearly £1.5 million 
Scottish Association of Sign Language Interpreters (SASLI) 
 
SASLI is delighted that the Scottish Government has approved our £1.5m Building Bridges 
funding proposal, which will significantly help to deliver a long-term strategy to improve 
linguistic access to services through registered British Sign Language/English interpreters.  
 
The funding, over three years, will assist SASLI’s proposed scheme, which will sustain and 
develop two pathways for interpreter training and registration. This will benefit the estimated 
6,000 Deaf people in Scotland for whom BSL is their first or preferred language.  
 
Helga McGilp, SASLI Director, says: “SASLI welcomes the Minister’s announcement. This is 
a wonderful opportunity to develop bridges for both deaf and hearing partnerships, and 
strengthen working relationships in the field of BSL/English interpreting.” 
 
Leading the Building Bridges partnership, SASLI will begin the process of recruiting 10 
apprentices.  In addition to training 10 new interpreters, SASLI, working collaboratively with 
organisations in the field (the British Deaf Association, the Royal National Institute for Deaf 
people, Heriot-Watt University and interpreting agencies) will: 
 
• Create an infrastructure that will be the foundation of an integrated route for the training 

and registration of interpreters; both those who choose to train through the academic 
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route and those who choose to train vocationally;  
• Contribute to the evidence base for the provision of academic content, the practical 

expertise and the experience required to train interpreters; 
• Establish an online learning resource that can be used for training future interpreters, as 

well as supplementing the existing Continuing Professional Development programme for 
SASLI registered interpreters; 

• Progress towards the improvement of existing interpreter training at Heriot-Watt, by 
supporting the development of full-time University-based programmes; 

• Deliver a second Training of the Trainers course for BSL tutors; 
• Provide employment opportunities for Deaf people as tutors and interpreters; 
• Include apprenticeship places for Deaf people who are interested in training as 

interpreters, through the provision of accessible training. 
 
Minister of Communities and Sport, Stewart Maxwell, says: “The Scottish Government 
believes that a successful Scotland is civilised, fair and inclusive and provides equal 
opportunity and choice for all its people.  This funding demonstrates our commitment to 
increase the number of both BSL teachers and BSL/English interpreters across Scotland. 
This work will increase access to services, promote equality and enable deaf citizens to 
make a positive contribution to Scotland’s success.” 
 
Professor Graham H. Turner from Heriot-Watt University adds:  “This project creates an 
exceptional opportunity to combine and make the most of Scotland’s considerable strengths 
in the field of BSL. Our target must be to look back in 10 years’ time and identify today as 
the day we began to build a sustainable programme producing the best BSL/English 
interpreters in the UK. We can do it – together.” 
 
The Scottish Government will host a public event to set out the plans surrounding the new 
scheme. This will take place from 12-4pm on Monday 17th November, at the Abode 
Arthouse Hotel in Glasgow. 
 
For further information, please contact Helga McGilp, Director, email:helga@sasli.org.uk or 
phone the SASLI office on 0141 202 0791. 
 

 

 

Do you want to become an Apprentice? 
There will be three information evenings in Glasgow, Edinburgh and Inverness for participants who 
may be interested in becoming apprentices. SASLI will be hosting the events and will answer any 
questions you may have. 
  
Tuesday 25th November:  
7pm-9pm Inverness, Highland Deaf Centre 
  
Wednesday 26th November: 
7pm-9pm Glasgow, Abode Hotel, Bath Street  
  
Thursday 27th November: 
7pm-9pm Edinburgh, TBC Contact SASLI for further information 
 
Scottish Association of Sign Language Interpreters 
Baltic Chambers, Suite 317-319 
50 Wellington Street 
Glasgow G2 6HJ 
 
Phone 0141 202 0791, Textphone 0141 202 0790, Fax 0141 2020792, SMS 0797 014 6251 
 
 

Monthly Bulletin from SCoD: Central Chambers, 93 Hope Street, Glasgow, G2 6LD | SC016957 
v 0141 248 2474 | t 0141 248 2477 | f 0141 248 2479 | e admin@scod.org.uk | w www.scod.org.uk 

 Page 12 
 

 

 

mailto:helga@sasli.org.uk


 
 

Deaf People Lobby MPs over Phones  
 
Deaf campaigners fighting for equal access to the telephone are lobbying MPs at a 
reception in Parliament.   
 
Consortium group TAG said deaf people were being held back in their jobs and lives 
because phone technology was no longer easily available or affordable.  Chairman Ruth 
Myers said it was vital services keep pace with technology.  Deaf people can communicate 
using phone systems, which either turn speech into text and vice versa or use sign language 
interpreters via video link.  
 
Another system called captioned telephony, which uses speech recognition technology to 
convert an operator’s voice into text, closed in December for funding reasons.  Ms Myers 
said: "No-one can participate fully in today’s fast-moving society without easy and affordable 
access to the telephone.  
 
Deaf Telephone Services  
Text relay - allows deaf people to type a message an operator reads out on their behalf  
Video relay - employs webcams to allow people to use sign language to communicate via an 
operator 
Captioned telephony - uses speech recognition software to convert a relay operator's voice 
into text that can be read by a deaf caller  
 
"Much better access has been shown to be within grasp, but most of the services that 
deliver it have folded because they are too expensive for deaf individuals."  
 
TAG's reception for MPs is being held at Portcullis House under its campaign Bringing Deaf 
Telecoms into the 21st Century.  The group represents all the main UK deaf organisations 
concerned with telecoms and broadcasting.  Alan Goldsmith, a European quality manager 
for a global chemical company, used captioned telephony in the UK until the service closed.  
 
He told BBC News: "About five years ago, I learned about captioned telephony and it far 
exceeded my expectations.  "Not only could I assess emotions in the call, I could also 
participate in conference calls - something I could not do previously with the old-style relay 
service.  This is an increasing and unintended form of discrimination that must be rectified  
Malcolm Bruce MP  
 
All my European work colleagues contacting me by phone thought my hearing had returned! 
To say I miss captioned telephony is an understatement -I'm convinced it has helped my 
career progress.” 
 
Malcolm Bruce MP - the chairman of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Deafness - is 
hosting the reception. 
 
He said: Four decades after telephones became commonplace in British households, many 
deaf people still struggle to use the telephone network and some cannot use it at all.  Deaf 
people are bereft of key telephone services that could help them gain social, educational 
and professional equality with the rest of society.  
 
Modernised phone relay systems can dramatically improve their telecommunications, but 
the powers that be are dragging their feet in ensuring they are available and affordable.  
"This is an increasing and unintended form of discrimination that must be rectified." 
news.bbc.co.uk 15/10/08 
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Signing Provides Common Language  
 
A primary school in Brighton where children speak 24 different first languages is teaching 
them all sign language to help them communicate.   
 
The 300 pupils at Fairlight Primary, in Brighton, are learning Makaton, a form of sign 
language, which uses signs and symbols for objects and actions.  
 
The Sussex school believes it helps all the children develop their understanding of English 
together.  Head teacher Damien Jordan said it also helped teachers communicate with 
them.  
 
"This is an aid to help the children speak English and their own language as well," he said.  
 
He said Makaton helped pupils focus and prepare for learning because they had to look at 
the person speaking to them to develop good "listening" skills.  
news.bbc.co.uk 30/09/08  
 
Comment… 
…and these children are hearing!  
 

 

 

Charity Regulator finds in favour of Donaldson’s 
 
The Governors of Donaldson Trust are pleased that the Office of the Scottish Charity 
Regulator (OSCR) has completed its review of the school and concluded that Donaldson's 
has met the requirements of the Charity Test and will retain its place on the Scottish 
Charities register.   
 
OSCR has carried out a year-long review of the charitable status of 30 selected Scottish 
charities including Donaldson’s.  This careful review is intended to act as a trial prior to 
rolling out this screening programme across the whole charitable sector - a sizeable task, 
with over 23,000 charities operational in Scotland. 
 
The key to the review was to identify how each charity met the “Charity Test” as laid out in 
the 2005 Charities Act.  The nub of this test is that the charity examined must operate purely 
as a charity; be independent of political control; and provide a ‘public benefit’.   
 
Commenting on the outcome of the review, Donaldson’s principal, Janice MacNeill, said:  
“While we were confident that the superb work done by Donaldson’s would ensure our 
charitable status would continue, for some charities this is not the case. We are therefore 
pleased that the vital work carried out by Donaldson’s staff has been recognised by OSCR 
and that we can continue to support the deaf and hearing impaired community, as well as 
children with speech and language difficulties, across Scotland and beyond.” 
 
For further information, please contact:  
Anne McMunn or Angela Casey, CM Porter Novelli, Tel:  0131 470 3400 
anne.mcmunn@porternovelli.co.uk  

  

 
Access Counselling: Open Afternoon 
Thurs 13th November 

  RCA Trust is a leading voluntary organisation with around thirty years of experience 
providing confidential counseling services to people with alcohol, gambling and other 
lifestyle problems such as stress, anxiety, family/friends relationship issues and coping with 
bereavement. 
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RCA can offer free one-to-one counseling in BSL (without the need for an interpreter), or if 
you prefer to use a BSL/English interpreter then this is available too. Whoever you are, 
whatever your age, whatever the situation or problem you are facing, it can help to talk 
things over, in confidence, with an understanding person trained in counseling. They will 
help you identify and deal with problems you may have in your life. 
 
If you would like to find out more, come along to one of the open afternoons: 
Thurs 9th October AND Thurs 13th November 
At: Mirren House, Back Sneddon Street, Paisley, PA3 2AF 
To book an individual appointment time, please contact Libby or Morag who will support you 
to take that first step. 
Libby McLerie or Morag McKeown 
Tel(v): 0141 847 1905  SMS: 07920 720016  Email: sensingchange@rcatrust.org.uk  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

  Scottish Deaf Association Autumn Rally 
Sat 22nd November from 6.30pm - midnight.  
Dundee Deaf Club, 36 Roseangle, Dundee. Tickets £10 includes finger buffet. Available 
from Pam Bruce at the Dundee Deaf Centre (address as above). Please include an SAE 
with a cheque payable to Scottish Deaf Association. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Do you live in Lothian? 
Are you deaf, deafened, hard of hearing or deafblind and use spoken language to 
communicate? 
Then come along to the 
Creativity, Confidence and Communication: Taster Activity Day 
Sat 22nd November 
The Eric Liddell Centre, Edinburgh 
 
Hosted by Lothian Deaf Counselling Service in collaboration with Hearing Concern LINK 
Scotland and Lothian Deaf Community Mental Health Service. 
 
The day will offer group and individual taster sessions of a range of practical activities: art, 
music, jewellery making, calligraphy, wood-work, as well as sessions on relaxation, 
confidence building and self-esteem.  
 
You will also have an opportunity to meet the professionals associated with the three 
services (Occupational Therapist, Community Psychiatric Nurse, Counsellor and the 
Scotland Manager of Hearing Concern LINK).  
 
The day is free but you must book your place.  Numbers are limited.  
For an application form, please contact: 
 
Khayrun Khan, Hearing Concern LINK Scotland, The Eric Liddell Centre 
15 Morningside Road, EDINBURGH, EH10 4DP 
Voice/textphone: 0131 447 9420: khayrun.khan@hearingconcernlink.org
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Job Club for all Deaf and Hard of Hearing People 
 
Thursday 13th November 
RNID Glasgow Offices, Empire House, 131 West Nile Street, Glasgow, G1 2RX 
10am – 1pm 
 
Tuesday 2nd December  
Careers Scotland Office, 9 – 11 Renfield Street, Glasgow, G2 5EZ 
10am – 1pm 
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The RNID Employment, Training and Skill Services and Careers Scotland are having a Job 
Club for all deaf and hard of hearing people who needs assistance in looking for a 
job/course, CV writing, how to complete an application form, mock interviews, advice on 
employment and training issues, job search and many more. 
 
This will be held in the Careers Scotland Office, 9 – 11 Renfield Street, Glasgow, G2 5EZ.  
If you are interested or require further information, please contact Julie-Anne Gilmour by 
email julie-anne.gilmour@rnid.org.uk, SMS 07918640925 or textphone 01413415348.   
These sessions have been running successfully for the last 4 months and they are a lot of 
fun, so do come along! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

  
Freestyle 710, the new digital, big buttoned cordless telephone from BT 
 
The recently launched BT Freestyle 710 digital cordless telephone could make telephone 
calls easier for people who are hard of hearing or have sight impairment or dexterity and 
mobility difficulties. At £29.99 it has large buttons, 9 speed dial numbers, a 2-line back lit 
screen, incoming speech amplification and inductive coupling as well as a hands free option. 
The BT Freestyle 750 at £39.99 has the same features with the addition of a digital 
answering machine. 
 
Try Before you Buy Centres 
BT’s new Try Before You Buy Centres form a chain of locations around the country which 
you can visit to see, handle and assess equipment to make sure it meets your needs before 
you decide to buy. Staffed by professionals or volunteers who have expertise in the disability 
the centre covers, they give you a chance to try things out in a non-sales environment. For 
more information and to find out the location of your nearest Try Before You Buy Centre visit 
www.bt.com/inclusion
 
Communication Solutions 
BT’s booklet Communication Solutions has information and advice on products and 
services to assist people with difficulties when using the telephone. Copies can be 
downloaded from www.bt.com/inclusion as a pdf or a rich text file for use with screen reader 
software. Alternatively you can order large print or Braille versions from the website or from 
0800 800 150.   
 
Free Priority Fault Repair 
At BT we understand that the telephone is a vital lifeline for people who are unable to leave 
the house because of an illness or disability. If you have a chronic long-term illness or a 
disability you can apply for our Free Priority Fault Repair scheme which will protect your 
phone line. Once you are registered on the Free Priority Fault Repair Scheme BT will deal 
with reported faults as soon as possible day or night 365 days a year. To ask for an 
application form please call  
0800 800 150. [Text users call 18001 0800 800 150]  
 
BT Basic 
BT is committed to making sure that people with low incomes can still afford a phone service 
with us if they want one. We've been working closely with the telecoms regulator, Ofcom, 
and listening to what consumer organisations think. This is so we can replace our "Light 
User" and "In Contact Plus" schemes with a new, improved service for people with low 
incomes. 
The new service is called BT Basic. We created it to help customers who receive Income 
Support, Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance or Guaranteed Pension Credit to budget 
their money. Visit www.bt.com/btbasic for more details. 
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BT TextDirect  
The BT TextDirect prefix, 18001 for text phone users and 18002 for users of standard 
telephones, keyed before the full national number eases the path of calls made between a 
text phone and a standard telephones by automatically calling in the Typetalk operator to 
assist in relaying the call if required. BT TextDirect also automatically calculates the rebate 
allowed on the text portion of the call which is applied before the cost of the call appears on 
the bill of a BT customer. Customers of other service providers should contact their own 
supplier for more information.  
 
BT Textphone 
Many different models of text phones are available to buy from specialist suppliers. BT’s 
textphone is available to rent at £15.86 per quarter including VAT. To order call 0800 085 
7622 (voice) or 018001 0800 085 7622 (text) A VAT exemption form is available from the 
same numbers. 
 
BT website with information in BSL 
Visit www.bt.com/btsign for information in BSL ranging from how to contact BT, how to 
report a fault, useful phone features and services and more about broadband and using 
computers. Deaf and partially sighted users can zoom in and out of clips easily and the 
supporting text is in plain English. The latest addition to the site is information on our new 
social telephony scheme, BT Basic. 
 
Innovative Audio CD bills from BT 
BT bills have been available in large print and Braille for many years but the new Audio CD 
bill option give full billing information in three formats: an audio CD file, and MP3 file and a 
text file. This means that it can be played on CD and DVD players and a PC and the text file 
is compatible with screen reading audio software. To order this for yourself visit the ‘Our 
services’ section of www.bt.com/inclusion or call 0800 800 150. 
 
Free Directory Enquiries from BT 
If you find the phone book difficult to hold, handle or read you can look up phone numbers at 
www.thephonebook.bt.com or you can apply for BT’s free directory enquiry service. When 
you are registered on the 195 service you can ask the operator to look up a number and this 
will be free of charge. The operator will then either tell you what the number is or connect 
the call for you if you prefer. To request an application form call 195 and ask for the 
registration team. Their hours of opening are Monday to Friday 9.00am to 4.30pm, excluding 
public holidays. 
 
BT 195 Free Directory Enquiries and free BT 1471 call return 
If you are registered with the 195 service or you receive your BT phone bill in alternative 
media you can use the 1471-3 service. This means that you will not be charged for pressing 
button number 3 to ring back the last person that called you when you use BT Answer 1471. 
If you think you should be getting this service free of charge please ring 195 to check.  
 
BT Community Connections 
The Community Connection programme from BT offers groups with limited resources that 
could benefit from internet access and Information Communication Technology (ICT), the 
opportunity to apply for a multi-media internet-ready PC and a year’s broadband connection. 
It also provides the skills needed to use ICT to its full potential. Recipients of BT Community 
Connections receive their awards based on the benefit provided to the widest possible 
community.  For more information go to: www.btcommunityconnections.com
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

   
 
 
 



SAGOD (Scottish Advisory Group on Deafblindness) Meeting 
 
SAGOD is a group entirely made up of deafblind people and is a forum to discuss issues 
that affect them. They meet four times a year throughout Scotland and on the 4th December 
2008 will meet at the Lenzie Union Parish Church Hall, 65 Kirkintilloch Road, Lenzie, G66 
4LD. 
As part of their policy to promote deafblindness we often invite Local Councillors, MSPs, 
social workers and other workers involved in this field to have this unique opportunity to 
meet deafblind people. 
The group will be there from 10.30am to about 3pm, so even if you can only spare a little 
time please come along and offer your support. For those who have been invited to this 
meeting in the past it has been a fascinating insight into the needs and capabilities of 
deafblind people. 
They would be delighted to see you there!  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

Art Competition Calls for Entries from Across the World 
8th Helen Keller International Award launches 
Sense Scotland has just announced the launch of the 8th Helen Keller International Award. 
The competition aims to challenge the perceptions of deafblindness. This is interpreted in 
many different ways, eliciting a diverse array of artwork in a broad range of media. It also 
includes the submission of work by artists who are themselves deafblind. 
 
The last award received entries from across the world including Australia, Brazil, China, 
India, Kenya, New Zealand and across the UK. The winner then was Yvonne Larkin (East 
Kilbride, Scotland) for her collaborative piece 'Love Colour', a giant illuminated heart. 
Hannah Duncan, won the under 16 prize. The exhibition of long-listed entries will be hosted 
by Glasgow Royal Concert Hall, in its café bar, island bar and mezzanine level galleries, 
from 4th April - 4th May 2009. The shortlisted works will be revealed at the exhibition 
preview, with the winners announced at an award ceremony on 17th April 2009. The 
exhibition is kindly supported with grant funding from ITV. 
Summary of rules and how to enter: 
• open to any artist; work submitted must challenge perceptions of deafblindness and 
sensory impairment; there is a competition fee of £5 per art work 
• artists' remain anonymous during short-listing, until judging is complete 
• winner receives a trophy and £1500; two runners up get a trophy and £200 
• artists can submit a maximum of two pieces each 
• prizes awarded in April 2009 at the exhibition in Glasgow Royal Concert Hall 
• the competition has a separate category for artists under the age of 16, with the winner 
receiving a trophy and cheque for £100 
• the closing dates for receipt of forms is: 
 o 9th December 08 - application registration 
 o 23rd January 09 - entry form and preliminary documentation 
 o 2nd – 6th March 09 - final pieces (chosen in long-listing) to be received 
For an application form and guidelines go to: www.sensescotland.org.uk/helenkeller  
Send and SAE to: The 8th Helen Keller International Award, TouchBase, Sense Scotland, 
43 Middlesex Street, Kinning Park, Glasgow G41 1EE  
Email: helenkeller@sensescotland.org.uk  
Phone: 0141 429 0294,  Fax: 0141 429 0295,  Text: 0141 418 7170  
 

 

 

SDA Friendship Cup 
The Scottish Deaf Association will be hosting their first fully integrated football tournament 
on the 29th & 30th November 2008. 
 
The focus of this tournament is: 
a) To promote Cultural Integration and raise Cultural Awareness between Deaf and 
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Hearing youths 
b) To encourage wellbeing through sport, healthy eating and exercise. 
c) To raise Social Awareness and promote Social Inclusion 
d) To encourage participation and improve self-confidence through Sport and Social 

Interaction. 
e) To fundraise for the charity and the youth teams involved  
 
These aims will be achieved through a combination of workshops, awareness sessions and 
activities. 
 
As well as the football tournament we intend to provide other activities for all the families 
and younger children not actually taking part; ideally our intention is to aim towards a family 
fun weekend suitable for all ages with the emphasis on Healthy Living and the integration of 
Deaf and Hearing Cultures. 
 
“Friendship Cup” Proposed Event Outline: 
 
5-a-side football competition involving Scottish youth teams comprising of Deaf teams and 
Hearing teams over 2 age groups:  
Junior: 11-15, Senior: 16-30. 
Healthy Living Areas Identified: 

 Fitness through Sport 
 5-a-side Football Competition – Both Days 
 Free Celtic Coaching Sessions (Sunday) 
 Free Rugby Demonstrations & Taster (Sunday) 
 Free Tae Kwon Do Demonstrations & Taster (Sunday) 
 Free Cheerleading Demonstrations & Taster (Sunday) 
 Free Yoga Demonstrations & Taster (Sunday) 
 Healthy Eating – Fruit Smoothies  
 Complimentary Therapies – Reflexology, Indian Head Massage etc.  
 Life Skills – Emotional Freedom Techniques 
 Community Safety – Police & Fire brigade 

 
Additional Activities ALL weekend: 

 Free British Sign Language (BSL) Awareness Raising Sessions 
 Free Equality Awareness Raising Sessions (Racism and Disability) 
 Free BSL Tasters  
 Free Rock Climbing 
 Free Bubblelogy, Balloon Creatures, Juggler etc 
 Free Gladiator’s Soft-play Adventure Play Area for all ages including Grandma 

 
• Craft Stalls & Christmas Gift Opportunities 
• Café  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 

Deaf Action's Parent and Toddlers:  
For parents who are BSL users, meet up and catch up at Deaf Action on a Thursday 
between 11am and 3pm. A private area has been set aside with toys for the children with 
nearby kitchen facilities too. The facilities are FREE and available to BSL users and children 
from Edinburgh and Lothian. Sign in at Reception first.  
Where: Deaf Action, Head office, 49 Albany Street, Edinburgh EH1 3QY  
When: Thursday between 11am and 3pm  
If more information required please contact: Kaz Langlands by e mail: 
kaz.langlands@deafaction.org or phone (voice) 0131 652 3209 or SMS: 07777 562 07 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Deaf Action's Health Project, with funding from NHS Lothian, has an exciting and fun event 
arranged for you: 
 
Women's Health Day 
This will help you to start a healthy and happy new year 2009.  
What do you want for New Year?  
Most women start a diet and want to lose weight.  Great Idea!  How do you do this?  We 
have invited Rosemary Conley Instructors to come and chat to you about their classes, 
where they are held, how to register, tell you about the low fat recipes and also show you 
their keep fit with their salsa exercises.  
A Rosemary Conley Keep Fit room has been arranged and you can pop in and try the 
exercises out …….or laugh at your friends salsa dancing! 
Want to join a gym? Learn to Swim? Try aqua fit? Edinburgh Leisure will also be here to 
explain their membership deals, how to book in for classes, where to find the classes.  
 
What else do Women want? Women have told us they want information on women's health 
issues such as osteoporosis, menopause, thyroid problems and we have organised a 
professional to come and chat about that too.  
 
Had too much wine over Christmas?  Advice on what is safe and healthy, and even better- 
alcohol free cocktails will be made and served! 
We will also give you a delicious snack- made to a Rosemary Conley recipe by Linda the 
Health Project Cook.  
 
The aim of the day is for you all to enjoy yourselves, have fun but also find out information 
that will be useful for you to live a healthier life. 
 
Women and girls over 16 years are welcome, BSL/English interpreters have been arranged 
for all the presentations and also they will be in the Rosemary Conley Room and the 
Edinburgh Leisure Room to make sure the instructors can be clearly understood. 
 
When: Saturday 31st January 
Times: 10am to 3pm/3.30pm approx  
Where: Deaf Action head Office, 49 Albany Street, Edinburgh EH1 3QY  
Who: Women and Girls, BSL users over 16 years old  
Cost: NOTHING/ FREE- a bargain for the New Year!!! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

HearOn Hard of Hearing Services (part of Deaf Connections in Glasgow) hosts a twice 
monthly social club for hard of hearing / deafened people. The club is held on the second 
and fourth Wednesday afternoon of each month. 
Everyone is welcome.  For information about the Hard of Hearing Social Club contact 
enquiries@deafconnections.co.uk and ask for Ann Lafferty. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Job Vacancies 
 

 

 
Deaf Action is a leading and rapidly expanding Scottish voluntary organisation providing a 
range of services for deaf people. We now have a vacancy for an individual who can 
make a major contribution to our plans for innovation and growth and have the 
commitment and enthusiasm to contribute to our work. 
 
Social Enterprise Manager 
£30,084 - £34,284 (pay award pending) 
 
We are looking for a dynamic person with relevant experience to manage and develop our 
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range of social enterprise activities. The successful candidate will have excellent 
interpersonal skills, good marketing, sales and development abilities as well as abilities in 
business planning and income generation. 
 
Closing date: 14th November 2008 
 
You should share the commitment to the core values of Deaf Action; Sign Language 
training will be given if necessary. 
 
The post is based at our Head Office in Edinburgh  
Interviews will be held on 3 December 2008:    
 
Please contact Alan Davidson for further discussion or 
Laura Clark for an application form 
Deaf Action 
49 Albany Street 
Edinburgh, EH1 3QY 
 
Applications are welcome from all sections of the community 
Posts are subject to Enhanced Disclosure Scotland checks 
 
Tel: 0131 556 3128 (voice)  |  0131 557 0419 (text) 
07775620757 (SMS)  |  0131 557 8283 (fax) 
admin@deafaction.org  |  www.deafaction.org
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Administrative Support Worker (part time, 28 hours per week) 
£14,241 to £15,828 (pro rata) pay award pending 
 
Based in our busy Head Office in Edinburgh you will assist in the work of our Finance and 
Administration department.  You should have knowledge and experience of accounting packages, 
preferably SAGE, be self-motivated, competent and have a flexible and positive approach.  
 
Closing date for applications is Monday, 17th November 
 
You should share the commitment to the core values of Deaf Action; Sign Language 
training will be given if necessary.  
 
This post will be based in Edinburgh  
Interviews will be held in the week commencing 24th November 2008  
 
Contact Laura Clark for an application form on the details below 
Deaf Action (Head Office) 
49 Albany Street 
Edinburgh 
EH1 3QY 
 
Applications are welcome from all sections of the community 
Posts are subject to Enhanced Disclosure Scotland checks 
 
Telephone:  
0131 556 3128 (voice), 0131 557 0419 (text), 07775620757 (SMS), 0131 557 8283 (fax) 
admin@deafaction.org, www.deafaction.org
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Deaf and Deafblind people are often overlooked and excluded.  Our vision is of a society 
in which Deaf and Deafblind people have full access. Registered communication 
professionals play an important role in achieving that aim. 
 
We are looking for experienced individuals to chair and join the Registration Board. The 
Chair will be a strategic thinker with experience in a regulatory context. They will have the 
vision, presence and leadership that will improve our registration services and increase 
the profile of registered professionals. Members will bring a range of skills to inform and 
support our aims. 
 
We are establishing the Registration Board to be the guardian of professional standards 
and build our two decades’ experience as the registration body in this field, in line with the 
recommendations of an independent report. The Board will oversee development and 
promotion of registration, the codes of professional practice, and other policies. The aim is 
to strengthen the role and profile of registered communication professionals. 
 
The Board will oversee National Registers of professional Sign Language Interpreters, 
Verbatim Speech to Text Reporters, Lipspeakers, Notetakers, and communications 
professionals working with Deafblind People. 
Read more about these roles – each link is to a word file 
The Chair: http://www.cacdp.org.uk/recruit/registration_board_chair.doc  
Members: http://www.cacdp.org.uk/recruit/registration_board_members.doc  
 

 
Deaf Comedy in BSL 
  

Heard the one about the Deaf Comedian? 
 
What defines a deaf stand-up comic - and what makes their audience laugh? Slapstick 
always works. But Brian Logan discovers that there's more to deaf humour than first 
meets the eye. 
 
Here's a joke for you. A man falls in love with a fairy. He is so smitten, this man, that he 
cups the little fairy in the palm of his hand, looks into her eyes, and says: "I love you. I 
want to marry you." Are you laughing yet? Probably not - maybe because the joke has 
lost a little in translation from its original language. In British Sign Language (BSL), the 
word "fairy" involves standing the index and middle finger of one hand on the upturned 
palm of the other, as if to represent the fairy's legs. But the word "marry" requires flipping 
the second hand over - which removes the ground from beneath the fairy's feet and 
sends her plummeting unromantically to the floor. 
  
I am in Dublin to see John Smith, Britain's only BSL comedian. Smith, who is from 
Nottingham, has been hired to perform by the Irish Deaf Society as part of the Dublin 
comedy festival. I am here to see how comedy works in sign language, how Smith's act 
compares with the spoken comedy I am used to seeing as the Guardian's stand-up 
critic. 
  
Much of Smith's act is about the gulf between the hearing and deaf worlds; about the 
ways, from subtle to screamingly obvious, in which society excludes deaf people. But I 
have already had an inverse sense of that, in the difficulty I have encountered in 
organising my visit to his show. It proved far trickier than expected to find an interpreter 
to sit with me at the gig. Clearly, there are not many to go around - a problem 
compounded by the fact that Smith uses BSL, whereas the local interpreters use the 
similar, but not identical, Irish Sign Language. 
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Eventually, I find Susan Foley-Cave, who has worked with Dublin's deaf community for 
more than a decade and, by a happy coincidence, undertook academic research on deaf 
humour. (The fairy joke comes from her.) But my problems do not end here. Foley-Cave 
and I need to sit together, so she can translate Smith's act directly into my shell-like lug-
hole. But we have been issued non-adjacent seats. When I try to explain this to the 
(deaf) ushers, I hear myself addressing them slowly, loudly and probably obnoxiously, 
like a British tourist on the Costa del Sol. 
  
Most of the rest of the audience (if that word applies) are deaf. Foley-Cave knows almost 
all of them: Dublin's deaf community is out in force, which suggests that shows 
dedicated to this constituency are infrequent events. I feel incongruous- as, perhaps, do 
deaf people at conventional gigs. But Foley-Cave tells me not to worry. Yes, I might be 
made fun of: deaf comedy usually pokes fun at hearing people. But it is worse for her, 
because the most common butt of deaf jokes, the BSL-speakers' bete noir, is the 
interpreter. One gag features congregants at a funeral paying tribute to the deceased, a 
kingpin of the disabled community. One man is moved to cast his wheelchair into the 
grave, another his hearing aid, a third his walking stick. The BSL-speaker, eager to 
follow suit, duly slings his interpreter into the hole. 
  
I will not be cracking any jokes about Foley-Cave; she is my lifeline tonight. To a hearing 
punter like me, the event already feels unusual, askew in some way, before it even 
begins. Maybe it is the silence in the bar beforehand, where conversations are taking 
place with hands, not tongues. Or the fact that the houselights in the auditorium (another 
word that no longer applies) do not dim when Smith steps onstage. When his act begins, 
it seems scarcely more familiar. If I expected his comedy to be broadly decipherable - 
that even without an interpreter I might get the gist - I was wide of the mark. 
  
Chatting to Smith before the show with the help of another interpreter, he told me that he 
uses "a lot of facial expressions, body language and very big movements". His favourite 
comedian, he said (using the distinctive "jus' like that" gesture we might all deploy to 
describe him) was Tommy Cooper. Onstage, Smith elicits a cheer by referencing Rowan 
Atkinson as Mr Bean. There is an overlap between hearing and deaf comedy, and it is in 
this field of slapstick, clowning and knockabout. Deaf audiences might appreciate Laurel 
and Hardy, Men in Coats and, to some extent, Lee Evans, on the same level as their 
hearing counterparts. 
  
But Smith is doing something a little different. Yes, his facial expressions are totally 
legible to a hearing viewer, and they often register the dismay or indignation you see on 
most stand-ups' faces. And yes, there are mime sequences I can interpret. One is about 
deaf people dancing. The dance ends with Smith cradling a woman in his arms - but 
when he wants to whisper a sweet nothing to her, he must use his hands to do so, and 
(like the fairy) she duly tumbles to the ground. 
  
But in most cases, Smith's signing is integral to his meaning, and I need Foley-Cave to 
follow even his most cartoonish jokes. Many are enacted using roleplay, which is BSL's 
key device for reporting second-person speech or action. Onstage, Smith enacts a deaf 
person working in air traffic control; a deaf man having sex while wearing a miner's 
headlamp (so he can turn out the bedside light and still be able to "speak"); and various 
knives and forks flying across the room to adhere to a deaf man's cochlear implants 
(which contain magnets). Smith does not like cochlear implants, and at one point 
smashes a hearing aid on the floor with a mallet, which divides his audience. Implants 
are a powder-keg issue in deaf circles, because some see them as a "cure" for a 
condition that should not be deemed an affliction in the first place. 
 
There is a political edge to Smith's act, unsurprisingly for a man who sued the factory in 
which he once worked for disability discrimination, and who later served at the 



Rotherham Deaf Advice Centre. There are embittered jokes about his memories of 
school, where deafness was treated like a deficiency and BSL ignored. (Smith is 
estranged from many of his family, who will not acknowledge BSL and insist on speaking 
to him.) There is a joke about sign-interpreted TV being scheduled in the wee hours of 
the night, which sees Smith speeding up sex with his partner in order not to miss the 
only telly shows he will be able fully to understand. 
  
It is fascinating to see Smith's caricature of the hearing person, a sort of waffling drone 
burbling out of his mouth, far less expressive than the vivacious gestural symphony that 
is BSL. But what marks his act out from much deaf humour, says Foley-Cave, is that he 
is lampooning deaf people too: their tight-fistedness, their burping, slurping disregard for 
propriety; their garrulous solidarity. She compares him to Chris Rock, who mocks black 
people in his stand-up as well as whites. But Smith's fun-poking is more affectionate 
than Rock's, and his satire is not exactly impartial: at one point, he appears in a 
superhero's cape, punching the air and shouting, "Deaf power!" 
  
The audience seem delighted by this; several punters gleefully parrot the phrase in the 
foyer later. "Deaf people can understand and empathise with my work," Smith said 
earlier. To represent deaf stories and deaf concerns in comedy, he believes, is 
liberating. It releases the tensions inherent in these people's lives ("Deaf people are 
treated like they're stupid," he says. "You're constantly having to fight and challenge with 
hearing people,") and both allows them to laugh and to know that they, too, are funny. "I 
can be a role model to these people," says Smith, "definitely." 
  
But, even though his act is about, and for, deaf people, and even though watching it was 
for me a sometimes alienating experience, I left feeling that Smith's BSL humour was not 
so different from comedy everywhere. The more Smith jokes about deaf behaviour - 
about how deaf people are greedy, money-conscious, rude and lovable - the more they 
resemble, well, everyone else. As I once wrote about the venerable US stand-up Jackie 
Mason, "He uses the word 'Jew' where others might use 'person'." The same goes for 
Smith and deaf people. At the start of this night of sign language stand-up, the difference 
between myself and the rest of the audience felt vast. By the end - and this is what's 
great about comedy - I couldn't help noticing how much we had in common. 

10/10/08 The Guardian 
 

 

 
John Smith 
Sat 8th November at Glasgow Deaf Club: 7pm – 12midnight 
100 Norfolk Street, Glasgow G5 9EJ. Show starts at 8pm. 
Due to the content of the show, you must be 18 years of age or older to attend.  
Tickets are £10.00 per person in advance or £12.00 at the door. 
Come and join in the fun! 
Tickets and further information from: 
Glasgow Deaf Athletic Football Club - email: glasgowdeafafc@hotmail.com  
 

 
Accessible Tours: Signed 
 

 

Gerhard Richter – free Signed Tour 
Sun 30th November at 11am 
National Gallery Complex, The Mound, Edinburgh, EH2 2EL. Free tour given by Juliana 
Capes and interpreted into BSL.  For further information and to book your FREE place, 
please fax your name and contact details to 0131 556 5229 or SMS to 07814 751087 to 
reach Community Education Officer Mary Kilpatrick.  
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The Intimate Portrait – free Signed Tour 
Sun 18th January 11am – midday 
Portrait Gallery, Queen Street. Free tour given by Mary Kilpatrick and interpreted into BSL 
by Mary Dunlop. For further information and to book your FREE place, please fax your 
name and contact details to 0131 556 5229 or SMS to 07814 751087 to reach Community 
Education Officer Mary Kilpatrick.  
 

 

 
Accessible Theatre: Signed 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Aberdeen | Signed 
 
Peter Pan, Thurs 18th December at 7pm and Sat 20th December at 2.30pm 
His Majesty’s Theatre, Rosemount Viaduct, Aberdeen, AB25 1GL 
Box Office: 01224 641122 (open 9. 30am - 6pm, Mon - Sat) 
 
Sunshine Over Leith, Sat 17th January at 2.30pm and Weds 21st Jan at 7.30pm 
His Majesty’s Theatre, Rosemount Viaduct, Aberdeen, AB25 1GL 
Box Office: 01224 641122 (open 9. 30am - 6pm, Mon - Sat) 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dundee | Signed 
 
Sunshine Over Leith, Tues 18th Nov at 7.30pm and Sat 22nd Nov at 2.30pm 
Dundee Rep Theatre, Tay Square, Dundee DD1 1PB. 
Box Office Tel: 01382 223530, Mon-Sat 10am-6pm. 
 
Beauty & the Beast, Sat 13th Dec at 2.30pm and Tues 16th Dec at 7.30pm 
Dundee Rep Theatre, Tay Square, Dundee DD1 1PB. 
Box Office Tel: 01382 223530, Mon-Sat 10am-6pm. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Edinburgh | Signed 
The Lyceum Theatre has made a commitment to ensure that at least one performance per 
run of every show is BSL interpreted. www.lyceum.org.uk
 
Wuthering Heights, Fri 7th November at 7.30pm 
King’s Theatre, 2 Leven Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9LQ. www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
Mary Rose, Weds 12th Nov at 7.45pm 
Royal Lyceum Theatre, 30b Grindlay Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9AX 
Box Office: Tel: (0131) 248 4848  Group Tel: (0131) 248 4949  
Box Office Opening Times: Mon 10am-6pm; Tue-Sat 10am-7pm for advanced booking; until 
7.45pm for tickets for that evening's performance. (Otherwise, 10am- 6pm on non-
performance days) 
 
Marat Sade, Thurs 13th and Fri 14th Nov at 7.30pm; Sat 15th Nov at 2.30pm AND 7.30pm. 
Assembly Rooms, 54 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 2LR Tel: 0131 220 4348 Fax: 0131 
220 6812  Email: enquiries@assemblyroomsedinburgh.co.uk SIGNED AND CAPTIONED 
 
Nasty Brutish and Short & Dogstone (double bill), Fri 14th Nov at 2.30pm 
Traverse Theatre, 10 Cambridge Street, Edinburgh, EH1 2ED www.traverse.co.uk  
Box Office: Tel 0131 228 1404 boxoffice@traverse.co.uk  
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An Ideal Husband, Fri 14th November at 7.30pm 
King’s Theatre, 2 Leven Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9LQ. www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
Mary Poppins, Sat 22nd November at 2.30pm  
Edinburgh Playhouse 18 – 22 Greenside Place, Edinburgh, EH1 3AA 
www.edinburghplayhouse.org.uk  | Box Office: Tel 0800 587 5007 (access bookings) 
Also offers online booking. 
 
Nobody Will Ever Forgive Us, Sat 29th Nov at 2.30pm 
Traverse Theatre, 10 Cambridge Street, Edinburgh, EH1 2ED www.traverse.co.uk  
Box Office: Tel 0131 228 1404 boxoffice@traverse.co.uk  
 
Sunshine on Leith, Fri 12th December at 7.30pm 
Festival Theatre, 13/29 Nicolson Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9FT www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe, Weds 17th Dec at 7pm 
Royal Lyceum Theatre, 30b Grindlay Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9AX 
Box Office: Tel: (0131) 248 4848  Group Tel: (0131) 248 4949  
Box Office Opening Times: Mon 10am-6pm; Tue-Sat 10am-7pm for advanced booking; until 
7.45pm for tickets for that evening's performance. (Otherwise, 10am- 6pm on non-
performance days) 
 
Aladdin, Weds 10th December at 7pm, Fri 19th December at 7pm and Thurs 8th January 
2009 at 2pm 
King’s Theatre, 2 Leven Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9LQ. www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
The Singing Kettle – Musical Toyshop, Sun 25th January 2009 at 12noon 
Festival Theatre, 13/29 Nicolson Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9FT www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
The Witches of Eastwick, Sat 3rd January 2009 at 2.30pm 
Edinburgh Playhouse, 18-22 Greenside Place, Edinburgh EH1 3AA 
Enquiries (v): 0131 557 2692  Box Office(v): 0870 606 3424 
Group Bookings: Tel (v) 0131 524 3301  Fax 0131 524 3350 
 
The Man Who Had all the Luck, Weds 4th Feb at 7.45pm 
Royal Lyceum Theatre, 30b Grindlay Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9AX 
Box Office: Tel: (0131) 248 4848  Group Tel: (0131) 248 4949  
Box Office Opening Times: Mon 10am-6pm; Tue-Sat 10am-7pm for advanced booking; until 
7.45pm for tickets for that evening's performance. (Otherwise, 10am- 6pm on non-
performance days) 
 
Blood Brothers, Fri 13th Feb at 7.30pm 
Festival Theatre, 13/29 Nicolson Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9FT www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
Lazytown Live! The Pirate Adventure, Sun 1st March at 11am 
Festival Theatre, 13/29 Nicolson Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9FT www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
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Jolson & Co The Musical, Fri 6th March at 7.30pm 
King’s Theatre, 2 Leven Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9LQ. www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
The Mystery of Irma Vep, Weds 11th March at 7.45pm 
Royal Lyceum Theatre, 30b Grindlay Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9AX 
Box Office: Tel: (0131) 248 4848  Group Tel: (0131) 248 4949  
Box Office Opening Times: Mon 10am-6pm; Tue-Sat 10am-7pm for advanced booking; until 
7.45pm for tickets for that evening's performance. (Otherwise, 10am- 6pm on non-
performance days) 
 
Southern Light Opera – Blitz!  Sat 14th March at 7.30pm 
King’s Theatre, 2 Leven Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9LQ. www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
Gilbert & Sullivan Society – Patience, Sat 21st March at 2.30pm 
King’s Theatre, 2 Leven Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9LQ. www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
Gilbert & Sullivan Society – HMS Pinafore, Sat 21st March at 7.30pm 
King’s Theatre, 2 Leven Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9LQ. www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
The Bohemian’s – Oklahoma!  Sat 28th March at 2.30pm 
King’s Theatre, 2 Leven Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9LQ. www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
Curse of the Starving Class, Weds 8th April at 7.45pm 
Royal Lyceum Theatre, 30b Grindlay Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9AX 
Box Office: Tel: (0131) 248 4848  Group Tel: (0131) 248 4949  
Box Office Opening Times: Mon 10am-6pm; Tue-Sat 10am-7pm for advanced booking; until 
7.45pm for tickets for that evening's performance. (Otherwise, 10am- 6pm on non-
performance days) 
 
The BFG, Sat 11th April at 11am 
King’s Theatre, 2 Leven Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9LQ. www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
Copenhagen, Weds 6th May at 7.45pm 
Royal Lyceum Theatre, 30b Grindlay Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9AX 
Box Office: Tel: (0131) 248 4848  Group Tel: (0131) 248 4949  
Box Office Opening Times: Mon 10am-6pm; Tue-Sat 10am-7pm for advanced booking; until 
7.45pm for tickets for that evening's performance. (Otherwise, 10am- 6pm on non-
performance days) 
 
West Side Story, Fri 15th May at 7.30pm 
Festival Theatre, 13/29 Nicolson Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9FT www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
Singin’ in the Rain, Sat 11th July at 2.30pm 
Edinburgh Playhouse, 18-22 Greenside Place, Edinburgh EH1 3AA 
Enquiries (v): 0131 557 2692  Box Office(v): 0870 606 3424 
Group Bookings: Tel (v) 0131 524 3301  Fax 0131 524 3350 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Glasgow | Signed 
 
The Caretaker, Thurs 13th November at 7.30pm 
Citizens Theatre, 119 Gorbals Street, Gorbals, Glasgow; Box Office: 0141 429 0022 
The Caretaker (continued) 
London, 1959. 
Aston (a quiet reserved man) has helped an old tramp to escape from a café brawl and 
brought him back to his scruffy one-room flat. Mick (his taunting younger brother) isn't too 
happy about his older brother's act of kindness.  As the old man struggles where to place his 
trust, he is made Caretaker of the assorted junk and despite his obsessional fears of 
draughts, gas leaks and ill-fitting shoes, strives to secure his new position - by playing off one 
troubled brother against the other. 
 
Harold Pinter's The Caretaker brought him his first major artistic and commercial success, 
and has been adapted for television and film.  With a masterful use of dialogue, this is a 
brutally funny play that endures today as a modern classic. 
 
Directed by Philip Breen whose previous work at the Citizens' includes the acclaimed 
Shadow Of A Gunman and The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui. 
 
West Side Story, Sat 29th Nov at 2.30pm 
Theatre Royal, 282 Hope Street, Glasgow G2 3QA; www.theambassadors.com  
Box Office: Tel/Text 0870 060 6647  Fax: 0141 240 1301 
Email: karentownsend@theambassadors.com  
 
Wizard of Oz, Sat 13th Dec at 4.30pm 
Citizens Theatre, 119 Gorbals Street, Gorbals, Glasgow; Box Office: 0141 429 0022 
 
Cinderella, Sun 14th Dec at 5pm and Mon 22nd Dec at 2pm 
Interpreters: Gordon Wylie Black and Morag Donnelly. King's Theatre, 297 Bath Street, 
Glasgow G2 4JN.  
Box Office: 0870 060 6648(v) (booking fee) 
Groups Hotline: 0141 240 1122 (no booking fee) Fax: 0141 240 1301 
Email enquiries: karentownsend@theambassadors.com   
 
Cabaret, Fri 3rd April at 7.30pm 
Theatre Royal, 282 Hope Street, Glasgow G2 3QA; www.theambassadors.com  
Box Office: Tel/Text 0870 060 6647  Fax: 0141 240 1301 
Email: karentownsend@theambassadors.com  
 
Buddy, Thurs 5th Feb at 7.30pm 
King's Theatre, 297 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 4JN.  
Box Office: 0870 060 6648(v) (booking fee) 
Groups Hotline: 0141 240 1122 (no booking fee) Fax: 0141 240 1301 
Email enquiries: karentownsend@theambassadors.com   
 
Witches of Eastwick, Sat 9th May at 2.30pm  
King's Theatre, 297 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 4JN.  
Box Office: 0870 060 6648(v) (booking fee) 
Groups Hotline: 0141 240 1122 (no booking fee) Fax: 0141 240 1301 
Email enquiries: karentownsend@theambassadors.com   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Inverurie | Signed 
 
Cinderella, Weds 17th Dec and Sun 21st Dec at 2.30pm 
Inverurie Town Hall, Bothy, Inverurie AB51 3SN Tel. 01467 621610 
Monthly Bulletin from SCoD: Central Chambers, 93 Hope Street, Glasgow, G2 6LD | SC016957 

v 0141 248 2474 | t 0141 248 2477 | f 0141 248 2479 | e admin@scod.org.uk | w www.scod.org.uk 
 Page 28 
 

 

 

http://www.theambassadors.com/
mailto:karentownsend@theambassadors.com
mailto:karentownsend@theambassadors.com
http://www.theambassadors.com/
mailto:karentownsend@theambassadors.com
mailto:karentownsend@theambassadors.com
mailto:karentownsend@theambassadors.com


 
Musselburgh | Signed  
 
Il Panico di Pantalone, Il Panico di Capitano, Fri 17th Oct at 12noon 
Brunton Theatre, Ladywell Way, Musselburgh EH21 6AA.  
Box office: By phone 0131 665 2240, By fax 0131 653 5264 
Bring a group of 10 or more people and get extra tickets free 
Book online through the website: http://www.bruntontheatre.co.uk/  
 
Sleeping Beauty, Fri 12th Dec at 10am AND 7.30pm 
Brunton Theatre, Ladywell Way, Musselburgh EH21 6AA.  
Box office: By phone 0131 665 2240, By fax 0131 653 5264 
Bring a group of 10 or more people and get extra tickets free 
Book online through the website: http://www.bruntontheatre.co.uk/  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Perth | Signed  
 
Perth Theatre: The last Saturday matinee of each show at Perth Theatre is always BSL 
interpreted. www.horsecross.co.uk  
Perth Theatre, 185 High Street, Perth, PH1 5UW.  
Box Office Tel: 0845 612 6324 
 
Sunset Song, Sat 18th Oct at 2.30pm 
Perth Theatre, 185 High Street, Perth, PH1 5UW.  
Box Office Tel: 0845 612 6324 
 
A Streetcar Named Desire, Sat 22nd Nov at 2.30pm 
Perth Theatre, 185 High Street, Perth, PH1 5UW.  
Box Office Tel: 0845 612 6324 
 
The Snow Queen, Sat 27th Dec at 2.30pm 
Perth Theatre, 185 High Street, Perth, PH1 5UW.  
Box Office Tel: 0845 612 6324 
 

 
Accessible Theatre: Captioned 
 

 
 
When booking 
tickets, 
remember to ask 
for seats 
suitable for 
viewing the 
captions! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Federation of Scottish Theatre www.scottishtheatres.com/ now manages captioning in 
Scotland’s theatres.  Contact your local theatre and ask to be added to their mailing list.  
 
Aberdeen | Captioned 
 
Sunshine on Leith, Sat 24th January.  
His Majesty's Theatre, Rosemount Viaduct, Aberdeen, AB25 1GL. 
Box Office Tel: 01224 641122, Fax: 01224 337632 
Website: http//www.hmtaberdeen.com 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Edinburgh | Captioned 
 
Wuthering Heights, Thurs 6th November at 7.30pm 
King’s Theatre, 2 Leven Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9LQ. www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
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An Ideal Husband, Thurs 13th November at 7.30pm 
King’s Theatre, 2 Leven Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9LQ. www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
Marat Sade, Thurs 13th and Fri 14th Nov at 7.30pm; Sat 15th Nov at 2.30pm AND 7.30pm. 
Assembly Rooms, 54 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 2LR Tel: 0131 220 4348 Fax: 0131 
220 6812  Email: enquiries@assemblyroomsedinburgh.co.uk SIGNED AND CAPTIONED 
 
Mary Poppins, Fri 28th November at 7.30pm and Sat 29th November at 2.30pm 
Edinburgh Playhouse 18 – 22 Greenside Place, Edinburgh, EH1 3AA 
www.edinburghplayhouse.org.uk  | Box Office: Tel 0800 587 5007 (access bookings) 
Also offers online booking. 
 
Witches of Eastwick, Tues 16th Dec at 7.30pm 
Edinburgh Playhouse, 18-22 Greenside Place, Edinburgh EH1 3AA 
Enquiries (v): 0131 557 2692  Box Office(v): 0870 606 3424 
Group Bookings: Tel (v) 0131 524 3301  Fax 0131 524 3350 
 
Sunshine on Leith, Thurs 18th Dec at 7.30pm 
Festival Theatre, 13/29 Nicolson Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9FT www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
Blood Brothers, Thurs 12th Feb at 7.30pm 
Festival Theatre, 13/29 Nicolson Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9FT www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
Jolson & Co The Musical, Thurs 5th March at 7.30pm 
Festival Theatre, 13/29 Nicolson Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9FT www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
West Side Story, Thurs 14th May at 7.30pm 
Festival Theatre, 13/29 Nicolson Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9FT www.eft.co.uk
Box Office:  Fax 0131 662 1199  |  Typetalk 18001 (0131) 529 6003  |  Tel 0131 529 6000 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Glasgow | Captioned 
 
Suddenly Last Summer, Fri 7th November at 7.30pm.  
Tron Theatre, 63 Trongate, Glasgow G1 5HB.  
Box Office: 0141 552 4267 Book online: www.tron.co.uk  
 
Cinderella, Sat 13th Dec at 2pm and Tues 23rd Dec at 7pm  
King's Theatre, 297 Bath Street, Glasgow, G2 4JN.  
Tickets: Box Office: 0870 060 6648(v) (booking fee) 
Groups Hotline: 0141 240 1122 (no booking fee)  
Stars Gerard Kelly and Andy Gray 
 
The Wizard of Never Woz, Sat 31st January at 7.30pm.  
Interpreters: Gordon Wylie Black and Morag Donnelly. 
Pavilion Theatre, 121 Renfield Street, Glasgow. 
Tickets: Box Office: 0141 332 1846, in person at the box office or online via their website: 
http://www.paviliontheatre.co.uk/xml/shows/booking.asp  
 
Sunshine on Leith, Weds 18th Feb at 7.30pm 
King's Theatre, 297 Bath Street, Glasgow, G2 4JN.  
Tickets: Box Office: 0870 060 6648(v) (booking fee),  
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